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'Westland Whirlwind' For many the name conjures up yellow air-sea rescue helicopters, not the sleek twin-engine monoplane that was the RAF's first singleseat cannon armed fighter, and which was faster than her famous cousin - the Spitfire. Only 114 were built, sufficient to equip two Squadrons - 263 and
137. Between 6 July 1940 and 31 December 1943, 210 pilots are listed in the Operational Record Books of these two Squadrons, so whilst 'The Few' won
the Battle of Britain, the 'Whirlwind Men' were an even more select group.
Faster and better armed than the Spitfire, the Whirlwind was the RAF s response to a new generation of armoured German bombers which it expected to
meet over England in 1940. A few months after its first flight, 1,000 Whirlwinds were ordered, but nine months later the RAF cancelled the entire
programme. Just 114 were built, but they went on to have a distinguished three-year career from the uneasy months following the Battle of Britain to their
final sorties against Hitler s V-weapon sites in France. Based on original research from military and corporate archives, this groundbreaking study throws
new light on why the RAF had such high hopes for the Whirlwind, but was then prepared to cancel it. It exposes for the first time the political and corporate
wrangling that surrounded the Whirlwind programme, while bringing a fresh perspective to the aircraft s valiant operational history, calling on German
records and Ultra signals. Attacking railways, shipping, torpedo boats and airfields, often against fierce opposition, the Whirlwind squadrons flew with
outstanding courage and determination, regarding themselves, justifiably, as a privileged elite within Fighter Command the fewest of the few . In its
thorough research and captivating style, Whirlwind: Westland s Enigmatic Fighter is a fitting tribute to the designers, engineers and pilots who believed in
the Whirlwind, and made it glorious.
The Westland Whirlwind belongs to that category of aircraft which entered production but failed to live up to their designers' expectations. Its unreliable
engines can be seen as a major reason for this but it only serves to hide other serious problems. Indeed, even with better engines the results would probably
have been the same, as the concept of a twin-engined fighter aircraft capable of meeting single-engined fighters escorting bombers formations on an equal
footing was fallacious, as combat in WW2 was soon to prove. Only two squadrons flew the Whirlwind, Nos. 137 and 263 Squadrons. This book is a deeply
revised edition of Allied Wings No. 4 published in 2013, with the text largely enhanced and new photographs added. In all 60 photos and 12 colour profiles.
Since it was first published in 1989, Men of the Battle of Britain has become a standard reference book for academics and researchers interested in the
Battle of Britain. Copies are also owned by many with purely an armchair interest in the events of 1940.The book records the service details of the airmen
who took part in the Battle of Britain in considerable detail. Where known, postings and their dates are included, as well as promotions, decorations and
successes claimed flying against the enemy. There is also much personal detail, often including dates and places of birth, civilian occupations, dates of
death and place of burial or, for those with no known grave, place of commemoration. There are many wartime head-and-shoulders photographs. Inevitably
the high achievers who survived tend to have the longest entries, but those who were killed very quickly, sometimes even on their first sortie, are given
equal status.The 2015 third edition will include new names and corrected spellings, as well as many new photographs. Plenty of the entries have been
extended with freshly acquired information. The stated nationalities of some of the airmen have been re-examined and, for example, one man always
considered to be Australian is now known to have been Irish.
Shortly after the end of the Second World War, the United Kingdom was described as one vast aircraft carrier anchored off the coast of Europe. During a
seven year period 500 airfields were constructed to serve the needs first of the RAF and later the USAAF as they carried the war to German-occupied
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Europe. The airfields that were constructed took many different forms from training airfields and Advanced Landing Grounds to grass fighter airstrips and
vast complexes used to accommodate heavy bombers. This book charts the history of each Second World War airfield in and around the UK providing a
unique insight in to the construction, operational life and post-war history of each airfield. Alongside detailing the history of each airfield, this work
comprehensively records the details of each unit that operated from airfields around the UK. The information provided in this meticulously researched book
is supported by a wealth of 690 photographs providing an illustration into the life of each wartime station.
Lively tales of aerial combat in the legendary Typhoon fighter History of the plane and the men who flew it in World War II Based on interviews with the
pilots themselves The Typhoon fighter played a pivotal role in the Allies' success in the air and on the ground in World War II, from the Normandy
beachhead to the Battle of the Bulge and the final battle for Germany. Norman Franks describes what it was really like to fly at low level and attack trains
and tanks or to roll over at 12,000 feet and then roar down into an inferno of German flak.
RAF Southend focuses in diary-type format on the airport between October 1940 and August 1944, from when it became a fighter station in its own right,
to it becoming an armament practice camp later in the war. It describes the manning and maintenance of the forward fighter station, often under attack, and
follows the varying fortunes of the staff and personnel who were posted there, and the highs and lows and often tragic events that occurred on and around
the aerodrome. It also gives in-depth details of the numerous defensive and offensive operations carried out by the various RAF fighter squadrons while
based there. Through interviews with ex-staff and eyewitnesses 'who were there' and the meticulous cross-referencing of original material, it makes for a
very accurate and interesting read for people with an interest in local history and/or aviation and military history.
The events of 1942 marked a pivotal year in the history of British air power. For more than two decades the theory that long-range bombing could win wars
had dominated British defense policy. The vast majority of warplanes ordered for the RAF were designed either to bomb enemy cities or stop the enemy
from bombing British cites. Conventional armies and the air forces that supported them were seen as an outmoded way of waging war. During 1941
evidence began to mount that British policy was wrong. It had become clear the RAF’s bomber offensive against Germany had, until that point, achieved
very little. Meanwhile, the wars raging in Europe, Africa and Asia were being decided not by heavy bombers, but by armies and their supporting tactical air
forces. Britain had never had the resources to build a large army as well as a strategic bomber fleet; it had always had to make a choice. Now it seemed the
country might have made the wrong choice. For the first time since 1918 Britain began thinking seriously about a different way of fighting wars. Was it too
late to change? Was a strategic bombing campaign the only option open to Britain? Could the United Kingdom help its Soviet ally more by invading France
as Stalin so vehemently demanded? Could this be done in 1942? Looking further ahead, was it time to begin the development of an entirely new generation
of warplanes to support the Army? Should the RAF have specialist ground attack aircraft and air superiority fighters? The answers to these questions, which
are all explored here by aviation historian Greg Baughen, would help shape the development of British air power for decades to come.
In the early years of WW2 two of Britain's most important industrial cities, Liverpool and Manchester were woefully unprotected from enemy bombing
raids. Once the capitulation of France had occurred after Dunkirk, the Luftwaffe was able to base its vast bomber fleet at forward airfields that brought
these strategic targets within their range. The effect was catastrophic and the two cities and surrounding industrial centers bore the brunt of the Nazi
airborne blitz. It was clear that more anti-aircraft guns and fighter aircraft were desperately required to stop the slaughter of the population and vital
industries. Thus was conceived 9 Group of the Royal Air Force, charged with the air defense of the entire region.This book relates how the Group was
formed and the immense difficulties involved—due to shortages of suitable aircraft, guns and operational infrastructure. Fought mostly at night during a
period when night-fighter tactics were in their infancy and inexperienced aircrew were having to fly over difficult mountainous terrain and in appalling
weather conditions resulting in a high casualty rate.Eventually things improved and the Squadrons within 9 Group started to bring down significant
numbers of raiding bombers whether they approached from the East or took advantage of neutral Ireland's street lights to guide them via the Irish Sea to
their intended targets.
This aviation handbook is designed to be used as a quick reference to the classic military heritage aircraft that have been flown by members of the Canadian
Air Force, Royal Canadian Air Force, Royal Canadian Navy, Canadian Army and the present-day Canadian Forces. The interested reader will find useful
information and a few technical details on most of the military aircraft that have been in service with active Canadian squadrons both at home and overseas.
100 selected photographs have been included to illustrate a few of the major examples in addition to the serial numbers assigned to Canadian service
aircraft. For those who like to actually see the aircraft concerned, aviation museum locations, addresses and contact phone numbers have been included,
along with a list of aircraft held in each museum's current inventory or on display as gate guardians throughout Canada and overseas. The aircraft presented
in this edition are listed alphabetically by manufacturer, number and type. Although many of Canada's heritage warplanes have completely disappeared, a
few have been carefully collected, restored and preserved, and some have even been restored to flying condition. This guide-book should help you to find
and view Canada's Warplane survivors.
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